18                     QUEEN   ELIZABETH
rent her scarf to bandage the wound of her boat-
man saying " that shot was meant for me but it
has hit you ". When ambassadors threatened her
with war and invasion she flashed back at them
and showed no fear whatever of being over-
awed. People might have expected a woman to
be timid, but Elizabeth, like many women who
have risen to fame, never showed the slightest
jsjgns of fear.
She had a very quick brain, and she enjoyed
using it. Girls in those days, among the richer
classes, were extremely well educated, and in
many respects in the same way as the boys. They
were expected to learn classics, mathematics and
languages. They were taught to ride and to hunt
and to dance. They led active lives, using their
brains as well as their bodies. A girl would learn
to embroider and to sew, but that was in addition
to " book-learning ". Henry VIII was himself
clever and learned, and he gave his children the
best education he could procure for them. Eliza-
beth and Edward were both what we would call
" clever children " and they had the same masters
and were taught together. The most famous was
Roger Ascham, and he wrote an account of
Elizabeth which is the more interesting because
later events showed that he spoke the truth and
was not merely flattering a young princess.
He says that at thirteen she " knew well both
Latin and Greek, and spoke French and Italian
as well as she did English ". Ascham had his